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not really his own. Twenty years before an English
merchant of Constantinople had attempted to rob the
Greeks of their pedigree ;* but the opinions of a merchant
on a question of that nature attracted no more attention
than they deserved. Besides, Thornton's work had
made its appearance whilst Philhellenism was still in
its infancy. Fallmerayer's came out at a time much
more favourable to notoriety. His theory, supported
by a copious, if not very profoundly critical, appeal to
documents, not only made all European Philhellenes
look foolish, but carried conviction to many scholars
richer in book-learning than in reasoning power, and,
through them, to that vast class of "general readers"
who, devoid of scholarship themselves, are apt to over-
rate it in others. Later investigations, led by another
German professor, Carl Hopf, have reduced Fallmerayer's
discovery to the lever from which it should never have
been lifted. It is now recognized' that, with whatever
alloy of foreign elements, the modern inhabitants of
Hellas are in point of blood very largely the descendants
of her ancient inhabitants; and in point of mind and
character wholly so. If this spiritual descent is not
proved by their achievements, it is by their failings.
But meanwhile much mischief was done; for the
effect of the Munich professor's work endured long after
its foundations had been exploded. That a hypothesis
on the remote past of a race should affect its future may
sound more paradoxical than Fallmerayer's theory.
But as the popularity of the Greeks was, in a very great
measure, due to the belief in their lineal descent from
the authors of the Parthenon and the heroes of Marathon,
this plausible attack on their pedigree had a corresponding

1 See Thomas Thornton's Present State of Turkey (2nd  edL.
1809).